**To the Editor**: Brundage and Shanks ([@R1]) have studied time to death from the onset of influenza symptoms during the 1918 pandemic in military and civilian populations and found a median time to death of 7--11 days. They argue that these data support the idea that the deaths may be predominantly due to bacterial superinfection after the acute phase of influenza. We observed a similar 10-day median time to death among soldiers dying of influenza in 1918 ([@R2]), a finding consistent with the time to death for a bacterial superinfection, specifically pneumococcal bacteremic pneumonia ([@R3]).

The major bacterial pathogen associated with influenza-related pneumonia in 1918 was *Streptococcus pneumoniae* ([@R1],[@R3]). Neither antimicrobial drugs nor serum therapy was available for treatment in 1918. To further analyze the time course of death from influenza in relation to that of pneumococcal pneumonia in 1918, we examined data collected by Tilghman and Finland ([@R4]) from the pre--antimicrobial drug era of the 1920s and 1930s. The [Figure](#F1){ref-type="fig"} shows the distribution of time from onset of illness to death due to influenza-related pneumonia in 1918 compared with time to death due to untreated pneumococcal pneumonia in the 1920s and 1930s. The Figure indicates a close concordance of the times to death. Similar times to death do not prove the specific bacterial etiology of the 1918 deaths. However, pneumococcal bacteremia was associated with most of the pneumonia deaths reported by Tilghman and Finland ([@R4]), and most 1918 influenza-related deaths were due to bacterial pneumonia ([@R5]). Also, up to 50% of patients dying from pneumonia in 1918 had pneumococcal bacteremia ([@R3]). These similar times to death provide additional evidence that the influenza-related pneumonia deaths during the 1918 influenza pandemic were largely due to the pneumococcus.
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